CHAPTER VII

VASCO NUNEZ DE  BALBOA

VASCO NUNEZ DE BALBOA was born in 1475, and
having gone out to the Indies at an early age,
he joined the expedition of Bastidas, and thus
became acquainted with the Spanish main from
Cabo de la Vela to Darien. He also became
impressed with the wisdom of Bastidas in treating
the natives with fairness and humanity. Of the
next eight or nine years of his life nothing is known.
It was probably passed at San Domingo. For
when Enciso sailed with succour for the starving
remnant of Ojeda's expedition in the G-ulf of
Uraba, Vasco Nunez was on board one of the
ships, headed up in a cask, to escape from his
creditors.

We have seen that the expedition of Enciso
met the Ojeda remnant at sea in a crazy vessel
under the command of Francisco Pizarro, and
that he forced the starving people to return, but
he brought no help, for he wrecked his largest
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